siderable improvement in the care of these patients in recent years. The section on epilepsy is clear and concise. The author states that if in a case of epilepsy clinical examination, electroencephalography and plain X-rays of the skull provide no evidence of a focal lesion it is unlikely, at that stage, that further investigation will do so. He does not support the view that all patients with epilepsy of late onset require investigation with air encephalography or angiography. The section on treatment of status epilepticus, however, is disappointing. The urgency of treatment is not mentioned, and the dose of drugs recommended is conservative. On the other hand, procedures of such doubtful therapeutic value as withdrawal of cerebrospinal fluid and washing out the bowel with an enema are advised.
Sections two, three, four and five deal respectively with localized disorders, with infection, with diffuse disorders and with psychological aspects of neurology. They are clearly and readably written. The illustrations are well reproduced, and some of the clinical illustrations are of an outstanding quality. In a practical book of this type more clinical and fewer pathological illustrations would be welcome. Lipids This book presents the fundamental chemistry, the biochemistry andclinical application ofsteroid hormones in clinical medicine. It is the record of a seminar held in Washington. The excellent accounts of the theoretical aspects of the topics *ill, however, benefit different readers from those likely to make full use of the details of the practical methods which tend to be personal accounts of the authors' own preferences. Although the uses of some specialized instruments are discussed, gas chromatography for the separation of fatty acids is not mentioned, and this is now a technique of considerable importance. HQwever, there is an especially good account of the correlation between electrophoresis and ultra-centrifugation of the lipoproteins of the blood plasma. The general accounts of the lipids, lipoproteins and steroids are good; the surveys of methods are mostly critical and often detailed. The Norymberski methods of steroid analysis are discussed briefly, but the absence of practical details for these invaluable techniques perhaps reflects differences in approach to the problem on the two sides of the Atlantic. It is a pity that Bartter, who summarizes the stimulation and suppression tests of adrenal cortical function, did not give a more precise definition of limits of normality in these valuable tests. The publication of the 27th edition of this perennial must mean that there is a constant demand for this book. It is a fairly typical 'yearbook' with all the advantages and disadvantages of such publications. Designed as they are to save the readers' time by presenting them with recent advances and developments under one cover they consist of a series of articles written by a variety of authors.
This 'Modem Treatment Yearbook' follows the usual pattern with 31 short articles on subjects ranging from injuries of the cervical spine and polycythmmia to uveitis and catarrh. Written by 31 different authors the material and writing is very uneven and the standards very variable. The general tone and standard which appear to be designed for general practitioners seem much more suitable for medical students in their early clinical years.
Carcinoma of the Thyroid Gland by Stuart Lindsay MD pp x+ 168 illustrated 68s Springfield, IIl.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications Ltd 1960 This is a monograph on carcinoma of the thyroid gland written by a practising pathologist in San Francisco. The author has reviewed very carefully, both clinically, and pathologically, 293 patients who haye been treated for thyroid carcinoma and he has enumerated, in great detail, the spread, prognosis and histological appearances in these cases. There are interesting introductory chapters on the origin, etiology and incidence of thyroid carcinoma and the pathological studies show an extremely broad and intimate knowledge of this field of morbid anatomy. The author concludes that few thyroid, carcinomas arise in previously benign thyroid nodules, but considers that the epithelial proliferation seen.in Hashimoto's disease might be a significant premalignant factor. He prefers to consider all thyroid carcinomas as being papillary or follicular and the anaplastic ones as merely examples of de-differentiation of one or other of these. The references are carefully selected and the book is well produced and lavishly illustrated. At 68s it is expensive.
